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The Mountain Lion

Their Latin name is Felis concolor (cat all of one
color), but they could also be known as cat of many
names, such as puma, catamount, panther or cou-
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Range of Calif. Mt. Lions

Mountain lions can be found in most states across
the nation, and are doing well in California. Popula-
tion estimates in California are from many hun-
dreds to as much as 10,000 animals. It is remark-
able that so many mountain lions can live in or near
human populations usually with little or no conse-
quence, but occasionally there are problems. Re-
gardless, anyone who catches a glimpse of one will
likely never forget it.

MOUNTAIN LIONS IN TROUBLE
Mountain lions are generally a solid tawny or vary- —¢
ing shades of a tan color. The ends of their ears A ‘
and tail are black tipped. They can be very large in s
size with some males reaching 8 feet long and up
to 180 Ibs. Their tail is long in relation to its body,
and is used use for balance and control while chas-
ing prey. Mountain lions eat a variety of prey,
among them rabbits, squirrels, coyotes and rac-
coons, but the mainstay of their diet is larger prey
such as deer. If you live in an area with a large
population of deer chances are you live in moun-
tain lion territory.

Photo courtesy US Fish & Wildlife

to find they will often prey on whatever food
source is available.

The predatory instincts of the mountain lion
are very strong so the unwary movements of
humans and pets are often the trigger causing
predatory instinct to take over.

Mountain lion signs

You should notify your local Animal Control,
State Fish & Game, US Fish & Wildlife or law
enforcement if you notice any of the following:

Tracks

Mountain lion
paw prints are

generally large,
3-4 inches wide, . .

3 inches long and . ‘
claw marks are
absent. The pads
have a flattened,
distinctive ‘M’
shape.
Partially buried animal carcass

Mountain lions often tend to bury their
prey under loose leaves, brush and twigs;
they will feed off of the carcass for several
days. Should you come across such a
find, a lion is likely close by. Slowly back
away and make your presence known so
as not to surprise the lion. They ambush
from behind so be aware of your entire
surroundings, and leave the scene very
cautiously.



